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ublic power utilities are community-owned,
not-for-profit electric service providers. Darlington
is proud to be one of the 72 public power utilities
in Indiana and among more than 2,000 in the
United States. For over 100 years, Darlington’s
electric utility has provided reliable public power
and competitive electric rates to local businesses
and residents. As a community-owned entity,
Darlington’s electric utility is invested in the town
and focuses on providing excellent customer
service and improving the local quality of life.
While larger, investor-owned utilities
provide much of the electricity that is consumed in
the United States, the advantages of traditionally
smaller public power utilities are numerous. Since
Darlington wholly owns its electric distribution
system, the town is able to maintain local control
of the utility, and all revenue generated by the
utility’s electric rates goes directly back to the
community to pay for the actual costs of electricity
and maintenance of the system. As a public power
entity, Darlington’s electric utility is governed by
local, elected officials, giving community citizens
a voice in utility decisions. This local accountability
results in excellent customer service, and
consequently, Darlington’s electric utility supplies
a high-quality power supply at some of the lowest
rates in the state.
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Tidbits & Trivia
The Indiana Municipal Power Agency
(IMPA) is a not-for-profit organization
that provides a low-cost, reliable, and
environmentally-responsible
power
supply to its members. IMPA provides
this wholesale power to 61 communities
in Indiana and Ohio, who collectively
make up the Agency’s membership.

Question:
IMPA has been
constructing solar
parks in member
communities
since what year?
Send your answer to
newsletter@impa.com, along with
your name, e-mail address, and
address for a chance to win an
energy efficiency prize pack!

Reader Survey
Is there more about your community that
you would like to know? Do you have
questions about how public power or your
municipally-owned utility works? Would
you like to learn more tips and tricks as to
how you can improve your home’s energy
efficiency?
Reach out to newsletter@impa.com to
suggest topics for future Municipal Power
News newsletters and let us know what
articles you enjoy most, and what you’d
like to see next!
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Darlington’s competitive electric service is
due in part to its membership with the Indiana
Municipal Power Agency (IMPA). IMPA is a notfor-profit wholesale power provider that supplies
electric service to 61 cities and towns in Indiana
and Ohio, including Darlington. Since becoming
a founding member of IMPA in 1983, Darlington
has worked with the Agency to provide low-cost,
reliable, and environmentally-responsible power
to its residents and businesses.
As a result of the town’s membership
with IMPA, Darlington provides some of the
lowest electric rates in the state. In a recent
rate comparison, Darlington residents with an
average usage of 1,000 killowatt-hours spent
$25 less on their monthly electric bill than
an average customer supplied by Indiana’s
investor-owned utilities for the same amount
of power. IMPA achieves its low-cost energy by
maintaining a diverse power supply portfolio
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that includes coal, natural gas, solar, and nuclear
resources. Additionally, the Agency’s long-term
vision, wise decision making, and strong bond
ratings contribute to IMPA’s comparatively low
wholesale electric rates. These low rates are
extended to residents and businesses in each of
IMPA’s 61 member communities.
The diversification of IMPA’s generation
resources also increases the reliability of service,
and IMPA coordinates with communities like
Darlington to ensure that the town’s electric
infrastructure remains reliable. With IMPA’s goal
to establish multiple solar parks around the state,

What’s the Word?
Power Grid
noun
The interconnected network that
delivers electricity from generation
resources to homes and businesses.

ou are invited to join the Darlington Fish
Fry & Festival July 30th and 31st! This event
is a fundraiser and is held in conjunction
with the Community Revitalization Project
ongoing in the community of Darlington.
The event begins on Friday, July 30th at
5:00pm and run until 9:00pm that night.
On Saturday, July 31st, the celebration
begins with a Fire Department Breakfast
from 7:30am-10:00am, with all other events
running from 9:00am-9:00pm.
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including the one located in Darlington,
IMPA’s power supply is increasingly
green, too. The Agency’s goal to ensure
environmentally responsible electricity
helps IMPA and its member communities
develop long-term plans to invest in the
future of public power. Together, IMPA and
Darlington provide low-cost, reliable, and
environmentally responsible power for
community members like you.
To learn more about IMPA and how
the organization benefits your community,
visit www.impa.com!

Small power grids began popping up in the United
States during the 1880s, but the large, interconnected
power grid as we know it today was not wellestablished until the 1920s and ‘30s. By the end of
these decades, electricity had become commonplace
in American society, as more than half of the population
had access to electric power in their homes by then.
Today, public power utilities like the Indiana Municipal
Power Agency serve 1 in 7 Americans in more than
2,000 communities across the country.
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Celebrate with your community
through the fish fry, pancake breakfast, car
show, a community parade, vendor booths,
arts & crafts, a baseball tournament, bingo,
and more!

